
 
The Leisure Centre 

Bumbles Green 
Nazeing 

Essex EN9 2SF 
Tel 01992 893012 

email address: council@nazeingparishcouncil.org 
                   

The Director of Planning 
Broxbourne Borough Council 
Bishops College 
Churchgate 
Cheshunt EN8 9XQ 
 
Submitted by email to: planning@broxbourne.gov.uk  
Copy to Case Officer Louise Hart: louise.hart@broxbourne.gov.uk  

 

 19th April 2022 
Dear Sirs 
 
Reference Number: 07/22/0216/P4D 
Location: Nazeing New Road, Broxbourne 
Proposal: Prior approval for works to Nazeing New Road Overbridge.  
 
Nazeing Parish Council objects to this application for the reasons set out below. 

 

1. The Council received no notification of the application and has been unable to bring it to the 

attention of the residents of the village or obtain their views. 

2. The bridge which is the subject of the application is immediately adjacent to the boundary of the 

parish of Nazeing. 

3. Notwithstanding that the Applicant has seen fit not to undertake a consultation several residents 

and business owners have become aware of the proposal and it is evident that very many people have 

serious concerns (**details in Addendum). 

4. It appears that the proposed works will continue for several months and the Council has been 

informed that if this is the case some businesses in Nazeing will suffer a huge reduction in turnover 

because access to their premises will be curtailed. The outcome could possibly be that these businesses 

will fail. 

5. Access from Nazeing to Broxbourne/Hoddesdon is generally via the bridge which is the subject of 

this proposal and the Council does not consider that the proposed diversion routes are viable for a 

lengthy period of time. Consideration should be given to whether other ways are available to overcome 

the problems caused by the intended work.  
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6. Consideration has not been given to the numerous effects of implementing the proposal 

including whether it is intended that vehicles involved in the demolition/reconstruction will be 

directed through the village of Nazeing. 

7. The condition of the bridge which is the subject of the application has been known for several 

years and accordingly there is no urgency for the proposed work to be undertaken without proper 

consultation. 

8. The Council is of the opinion that in the light of the lack of information which is currently 

available the application for prior approval should be refused and the applicant be directed to submit 

a full planning application including detailed information. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Katie Fletcher 
Katie Fletcher 
Assistant Clerk to Nazeing Parish Council 
 
 
Addendum: 
**Details of Effects on Nazeing Community 
 
a) Nazeing demographic shows a high elderly population  
These residents are extremely reliant on access to Broxbourne and Hoddesdon and further afield in 
Hertfordshire to various hospitals and services, all vie the route affected. There are 45 known residents 
in Nazeing who are visited by NHS caregivers who use the bridge a minimum of twice and sometimes 4 
times daily.  These caregivers have limited time on their schedules and, from previous bridge closure 
experience, will not be able to meet those needs due to traffic congestion on diversion routes. 
 
b) The bridge is a pedestrians & cyclist route to/from Broxbourne  
The proposed alternative pedestrian access route for pedestrians, cyclists and children has already 
been declared unsafe and not fit for purpose.  The planned route is via the construction site within the 
Lido car park shared with commuter parking and construction traffic through a damp 1.5 metre wide 
dark, poorly lit tunnel and then a bridge over the Millstream onto unmade ground to the train station.  
The only alternative route to school for many children and the elderly is into the Lea Valley Park 
through the Old Mill ruins with no lighting, lots of places for someone to hide and already a place 
where sexual assaults and robberies have taken place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
c) Loss of bus services via Broxbourne to Hertfordshire  
The closure will deny transport access to schoolchildren to make their own way safely to school in 
Broxbourne or Hoddesdon and home again.  It will also preclude staff getting to work and home from 
Nazeing industrial estates. School bus routes are also under threat from likely traffic problems and 
delays, which have been seen on previous bridgeworks, resulting in children who have spent 2 years of 
school disruption from Covid having the added stress of trying to get to school, including during the 
key exam period. 
  
d) Emergency services  
The previous Glassworks bridge project, which was a planned 3 week closure, demonstrated in real 
terms the chaos that such a closure would create in Nazeing.  The village was gridlocked as soon as an 
emergency road closure occurred on the diversionary routes, which occurred on a number of 
occasions within the short period, with no access in or out for long periods.  Residents in Nazeing left 
their vehicles in Broxbourne and walked home; residential areas were blocked with articulated lorries 
under pressure to find a way out; residents were in the streets trying help drivers to get out onto main 
roads.  There is a real concern that during the proposed bridge works there is likely to be numerous 
such closures, increasing the risk for Emergency Service vehicles being able to get in or out. 
 
e) Loss of postal services 
As per previous experience post boxes will be closed and delivery will be dependent on access via 
Dobbs Weir and be based on traffic conditions and other factors, as detailed above. These services are 
a vital lifeline, especially to vulnerable residents who still rely on physical postal services rather than 
digital ones. 
 
f) Diversion routes  
The shortest diversion will result in an 11.6 miles journey to travel to Hoddesdon and Broxbourne to 
shop for food and necessities of general life for example to access a petrol station or get to care 
services, doctors surgeries, Hoddesdon Health Centre, chemists, dentists and Hertfordshire hospitals. 
The alternative route via Waltham abbey is 22.6 miles return! 
 
The cost for these journeys all to be incurred by Nazeing residents with many being elderly or on 
restricted/fixed incomes meaning that they cannot afford a £30 return trip to shop in Hoddesdon or go 
to the doctors or for a blood test at the local clinic.  
 
g) Business in Nazeing will suffer further hardship 
After 2 years of lockdown and the experience of the recent Glassworks bridge closure, businesses in 
Nazeing have already been under a lot of strain. The Charman of Hillgrove Business Park Management 
has written a letter stressing their serious concern and other businesses in Nazeing have expressed 
fear that this could be the final hammer blow which could destroy their businesses and cause the loss 
of local jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
h) Deliveries  
Life is now fed by online buying and deliveries.  Whether it be food, goods or deliveries from take-away 
restaurants the vast majority of these are based in or are travelling via Hoddesdon or Broxbourne, 
using the bridge.  Covid has caused our community to rely on these systems of supply and again, from 
previous experience, deliveries are likely to be erratic at best, with Broxbourne take-away services not  
willing to send a delivery on a 11.6 mile journey and to risk sitting in traffic for an hour to do so.  This 
may seem trivial, but it is now normal to expect deliveries and to get them when required.  This will 
also be at a cost to Broxbourne and Hoddesdon business. 
 
i) Lack of consultation with stakeholders 
As demonstrated at the meeting on 31st `March 2022, requested by Nazeing Parish Council, with 
Network Rail and Murphy Group (the contractor), neither could show any evidence of consultation 
care or due diligence towards Nazeing Parish’ 7,000 residents and the numerous businesses within 
Nazeing Parish, who will all be significantly affected by the proposed works. 
 
 


