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Do you want to make a diﬀerence to your community/school?
Do you want better services for young people?
Are you in Year 8 or above (12-17 years)?
Do you want to work on projects
relevant to young people?
Do you have some free time?
Do you enjoy debates and discussions?
Do you live in the Epping Forest
district?
Do you feel young people’s voices
should be heard?
Can you commit for two years?
Can you attend two meetings a month?
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What is Epping Forest Youth
Council?
Epping Forest Youth Council is a way for
young people to get their views heard in
the Epping Forest district.
The Youth Council is made up of 25 young people with the aim to make a
difference for young people on issues that matter to them.
Epping Forest Youth Council has a formal role within Epping Forest District
Council and is consulted when the District Council makes decisions that affect
young people in the district.
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Who can be a Youth
Councillor?
Anyone in year 8 or above (12-17
years) on the 11th April 2022 living in
the Epping Forest district can become
a Youth Councillor.

Why become a Youth
Councillor?
• Give young people a voice on
decisions that affect them
• Make a difference in your
community
• Gain more conﬁdence
• Learn more about your local
community
• Attend training courses and
conferences
• Participate in the local government
decision-making processes
• Work with other Youth Councils in
the country
• Be involved in exciting projects
• Make new friends
• Have lots of fun
• Learn about local democracy

What does a Youth
Councillor do?
• Attend regular meetings and
training events on behalf of your
school/college for two-years
• Listen to young people in your
school, college and community
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You will need to meet with and talk to
young people about their issues. You
will need to listen to their opinions
and bring their issues to Youth
Council meetings. You will take part in
or help to run Youth Council focus
groups in schools.

Represent the views of
young people
You will have an important role in
saying how local services are run.
Your views are important but you will
represent other young people and
their views, even if you don’t always
agree with them. You will meet with
adult Councillors from the district,
town and parish councils, to ensure
that young people’s voices are heard
locally. You will chair Epping Forest
Youth Council meetings and give
presentations at public events.

Ensure the
representation of
excluded young people
Some young people are not able to
put their views across very well, this
may be because of a disability, a
language barrier or they are not able
to ﬁnd the right words. It will be your
job to speak up for everyone.
You need to be responsible and
professional when attending meetings
as you are representing the Youth
Council and Epping Forest District

Council, you will be in a position of
authority.

How much time will I
need to commit to the
Youth Council?
Full Youth Council meetings are held
once a month on a Tuesday evening
from 7pm to 9pm in the Epping Forest
District Council Civic Ofﬁces, Epping.
Training will be held once a month
and during the school holidays (see
page 6).

School/college elections will take
place during the weeks commencing:
Monday 21st March – Friday 18th
March 2022.
Candidates living in the Epping Forest
district but not attending
school/college in the district can
stand for one of seven independent
seats. If eight or more Independent
candidates apply, nominees will be
interviewed for the position.

What happens if I’m
elected?

You will be expected to make your
own way to meetings.

How do I apply?
1. Complete the Nomination Form
on page 11.
2. Your parent/guardian will also
need to sign the Nomination
Form.
3. Read the guidance on
completing the form on page 7.
The closing date for returning your
Youth Councillor Nomination Form is
Friday 11th February 2022.

What happens once I
apply for election?
Youth Councillor candidates will be
standing for election as a
representative of your local
school/college or community.

Once elected, a Youth Councillor
serves in ofﬁce for a term of two years.
As a new Youth Councillor, you will be
expected to attend an induction and
training course, see training dates on
page 6.
As a Youth Councillor you will be
provided with all the support,
guidance and training needed to make
a real difference for young people
living in the Epping Forest district.
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Important Youth Council and
Election Dates for 2022

T he Candidate Nomination Form
explained

Friday 11th February

This form is your opportunity to
tell us:

Closing date for Nomination Forms

Monday 21st February Elections in schools and colleges
– Friday 18th March
Tuesday 22nd March

Chairman of Epping Forest District Council announces
Youth Council Election results.

Monday 11th April
09:30—16:30

Induction training & team building day
Lambourne End Outdoor Activity Centre, Manor Road,
Lambourne End, Essex RM4 1NB
(Lunch provided)

Tuesday 12th April
09:30 –17:00

Induction training
Epping Forest District Council Civic Ofﬁces,
323 High Street, Epping CM16 4BZ
(Lunch provided)

Tuesday 3rd May
19:00—21:00

Full Youth Council Meeting
Epping Forest District Council Civic Ofﬁces,
323 High Street, Epping CM16 4BZ
*Dates and times subject to change

n Why you should be elected
onto the Youth Council
n What you plan to do, if
elected as a Youth
Councillor
Provide your three main reasons for standing for election in the space provided.
These reasons may be topic-related, for example: “I will run local
environmental issue campaigns, targeting energy-saving in local schools”
Or, they may be project-lobbying ideas, for example: “I will work hard to
campaign for more youth clubs locally”
Or they may be personal attribute-based, for example: “I have good listening
skills and the motivation to make sure your voice is heard”
Support your nomination further with a personal statement (maximum 50 words).
Remember, you are not standing for election as a political party candidate but
as a representative of all young people in the local community. You should look
to demonstrate community-minded qualities as well as leadership qualities and
good ideas.
If you would like any further advice or guidance in completing your Candidate
Nomination Form, please contact:
Diane Gilson-Butler,
Young Persons’ Ofﬁcer,
Epping Forest District Council
Telephone: 01992 564 365
Email:
dbutler@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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A nomination form
can also be
completed online:
www.eppingforestdc
.gov.uk/
EFYCnomination
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Quotes from previous
Epping Forest Youth Councillors
“This was something which
enabled me to voice my opinions,
enjoy new experiences with
passionate and knowledgeable
people. It’s an excellent
opportunity to make a change in
the community and be involved
in excellent projects which will
teach you life lessons, and help
you learn about the real-life
problems which me must face
and oppose to make the
community a better place.” Sammy

“Even over the most challenging of times, the Youth Council has
consistently risen to the challenge and met the needs of young
people in our district. It has been an honour and a privilege to work
alongside my colleagues and truly believe that it has benefitted me
immensely.” Sonny Bazzoni
“I wanted to create a change, to improve the community, in any way
possible. I also wanted to give young people a voice at community
meetings, so that they can feel more confident, and feel a part of
the community.” Samantha Halcrow

Miller

“This is a chance to do
phenomenal things that you can’t
do anywhere else and make a
difference in society.” Daniel Turner
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A Nomination Form can also
be completed online at:

www.eppingforestdc.
gov.uk/EFYCnomination

T he Epping Forest district

Candidate Nomination Form 2022
All information provided on this form will be kept conﬁdential. Please print clearly.

Name of Candidate:

Sheering

School/College/Place of Work:
Matching

Age of Candidate: (as at 11th April 2022)

Abbess,
Beauchamp &
Berners Roding

Contact telephone number:

High Laver

Roydon

Mobile number:

Little Laver
Magdalen Laver
Nazeing
Epping Upland

North Weald
Bassett

Fyfield

Address:

Willingale

Moreton

Post code:
Email address:
High Ongar

My three main reasons for standing to be an Epping Forest Youth Councillor are:

Ongar

Epping

Waltham
Abbey

Stapleford
Theydon
Tawney
Theydon Garnon
Theydon
Bois
Mount

1.

Stanford
Rivers

2.
3.

Loughton

Personal Campaign statement: (Max 50 words) Please continue on a seperate sheet.
Lambourne

Buckhurst
Hill

Stapleford
Abbotts

Chigwell

Are you related to an Epping Forest District Councillor? Yes n

No n

Name of Parent/Guardian

!

Signature of Parent/Guardian:
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Closing date for nomination forms is Friday 11 February 2022
Return the completed nomination form to: Diane Gilson-Butler, Young Persons’ Ofﬁcer,
Epping Forest District Council, 39-41 Sun Street, Waltham Abbey EN9 1EL
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If you have any questions or would like any assistance in applying to become an
Epping Forest Youth Councillor, please contact:
Diane Gilston-Butler, Young Persons’ Oﬃcer, Epping Forest District Council
Tel: 01992 564365 Email: dbutler@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Epping Forest District Council Community and Wellbeing
Civic Ofﬁces, 323 High Street, Epping, Essex, CM16 4BZ
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/your-council/epping-forest-youth-council/

eppingyc

